LIFE    IN    ENGLAND-AVIATION
and he once said that he did not like Russian plays ''where
they spend three hours talking about life without bothering
to live it." This comment was a key to his thoughts about all
the arts. But if he met an author, he would become interested
in his work. When he went to see Thomas Hardy, in Dorset,
he returned to London and read one of his novels. When he
met George Moore, he was so charmed by his talk that he
read a book of his reminiscences. His approach to books was
therefore more human than literary. It was natural that a
man, who lived such a busy life, should have time-tables at
his elbow, rather than thoughtful literature.
His travels prevented the Prince from becoming interested
in inanimate objects, such as pictures, furniture and decora-
tion, until he came to rest in York House. In later years,
when he went to live at Fort Belvedere, the joys of possession
stimulated his interest in his home, and he soon became
house-proud.
Any development of taste in the Prince did not shake his
conviction that art should be harnessed to the practical issues
of life. When he spoke at the Royal Academy, in 1953, mak-
ing an appeal for pictorial posters, he said: "I do not believe
for one moment that industrialism and artistic development
are necessarily antagonistic, and that because a man has keen
business vision he is artistically blind-----A nation's art is the
mirror of its inner mind; the quality of the one is the true
reflection of the other."
In all the activities which he created, the Prince's tendency
was towards the practical. He was already playing an active
part in the management of the Duchy of Cornwall estates,
and he showed himself to be a careful and even parsimonious
master. His house was as modest as the London house of any
well-to-do bachelor, for he disliked grand ness and was appar-
ently not pleased by lavish entertainment. His economies
and experience in connection with Duchy of Cornwall affairs
affected his policy in public speeches, and he was usually able
to speak to business men in their own language. He never
clung to airy notions, and he consoled the members of the